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B to perfeverance , and fhewes the great evill and dangerof

IN the latter end of the former chapc& the Apoftle cxhorts

drawiog back. Now, to the end this evill mightbe pre«

- vented , he fhewes what ic is that will deliver us from it.

Whatever others doe, or whatever temptations or affli&ions

* we meetwithall to draw us back , yet ftill the juft fhall live

by faith : New faith is the fubflanceofthings boped for , the evi-
dence of things not feen. , S
*_In this Chapter (therefore) he falls upon this argument, to

wit, the opening of the do&rinéandipra&ice,offaith.‘ And .

the words-read dre an excellent defcription of faith (notan

exalt definition of it) It is the fubftance of things hoped for 5 the: -

 evidence of things not feen. The fubftance ; the word in the ori-
ginall is vcr{ full,the Caréeasss, it hath many fignifications : the

ndamentall,, the foundation of things hoped for; the fub-

fiftence , the fubflantialicy of things hoped for : thofe things

that in themfelves have no reall prefent fubfiftence to us, but
arc things to come,and hoped for ; yet faith gives them a’ pre-

fent reall fubflantiall being to us.  The fubfanmce of things hoped
- for; the evidence of things not feen. The word tranflated evi--

dence, is a Logicall terme, and fignifieth fuch a kinde of con-

viction asis by way of difpute and clear¢ demonftration, fo

as it muft needs compell one to-yeild unto it ; that is the pro-
priety of the word,that althodgg the objefts of faith are things

-not{een, cither by the eye of fende , or byyithe eye of reafon, .
yet faith brings fuch 3 light with ic, and: #iskes them {o-de=
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monftratively cleare, that it even forceth the foul ta a beliefe
of them: fo that it hath thefulleft convition of them that
poflibly can be. ‘ . - »,
Two things then (you finde) are here {aid of faith : .
Firft;that it gives a fubftantiall reall prefent being to things
hoped for. S : , .
And fecondly, thatit is the evidence of things not feen:- In

* the firft of thefe, we have thefe two things ¢ Firft, that there

are many glorions things which the Saints hope for , that yet
they havenot: they aremen of hopes. Secondly , that their
faith doth give a reall and fubftandall being to thofe things
which they hope for. T : .

In the Second of thefe- we have likewifetwo things: Firft,
that the things of God are things not feeri. And Secondly

- that faich is the evidence of thofe things that are net{een.

For the ficft, but briefly, There are great thingsthat the Saints
bope forsthat yet they bave not;they are men of bopes. They hope
thac they fhall ere: long be delivered from all finne and for-
rows : that they fhall never finne more , never be tempted
more, never fufter more, 'never feare more ; they hope that the
time is coming when it fhall be faid of all their finnes, as
Mofes faid of the Egyptians, Thefe your enemies that now you
fee,you fhall never {feethem more. They hope that thefe vile

bodies of theirs, thefe bodies of clay, bodies of vileneffe , bo- -

dies of finne , fhall ere longbe made. glorious bodies 3 that
thele pieces of dirt fhall ( within a while) fhine more glori-

* oufly then the Sun in the firmament. They hope that thel-

mafe of God fhall ere long be perfe&edin them, fo as they
fhail

be fully united to God, and be made one with the Fas

ther, asthe Father and the Son are one.  Théy hope that th
{hall meet with their blefled Saviour in the aire; and wit
thefe their eyes behold him coming in his glory: They hope

that they fhall be poffefled of thofe glorious manfions which E
- heis gone before to prepare for them, They hope that their

eyes fhall beblefled with the glerious vifion of a deity that

they fhall feeGod, and fo fee him, as to belike unto him.
They hﬁ: that they fhall enjoy. full communion with the,

Lord; thacthey flall have the immediate™and full lettings
S ‘ . . Aoy, ,. out:
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outofa de_}sg into their fouls and bodies, without any inter-
miffion. ey hope that they fhall joyne with the blefled
Angels and Saints in eternall Hallelujahs, and fhall be ever-
Iaftingly admiring and adoring the name of the great God,

~ for thote glorious myfteries of redemption by Chrift. They

hogc that they fhall a perpetuall and eternall Sabbath,
and (hallno more be combied with naturall things, with
the things of the earth , but fhall have perfe& and everlafting
reft in Chrift, and fhall live in God as in an infinite ocean of
all excellency ; thefe things they hope for. 1 but are not
thefe conceits ? are they not notiqps, pretty fine fancies, with

which they pleafe themfelves ? is there any reallity in thefe -

things : indeed if thefe things were reall and fubftantiall, if
there were as great a reallity and as much fubftance in the
things they hope for, as there is in the things they enjoy in
the world for the prefent, and that they could fee them as
certainly as they fee the things that are before their eyes, it
were fomewhat like. Well, fayes the Ai)oﬂlc » there isa prin-
ciple to make all chefe things fubflantiall to you; and faithis
the fubftance of things hoped for. Thefe hopes are notcon-
eeits and notions, but they areraifed up in their hearts by the

bape fill you with alljoy and peace in believing, that you may abound.
in bope through the power of the boly Ghoft. There needs not the
gow;r of the holy Ghoft to raife fancies and conceits in mens

eagts bue the hopes of the Saints are fuch as are raifed in
themby the power of the holy. Ghoft: And God himfelf is
ftiled by their hopes : Naw the God of bope, &c. Now God is
not the God of fancies and conceits, but heis the God of the
hoscs of his Saints ? ‘And thefe hopes are given to them, to the
en

they might be kept from drawing back , and mjght beup-
~ held for the prefent in whatever they fuffer. Therefore the

Scripture compares our hope to an Anchory and to an-Helmét :

_youknow that ofall dangers , ‘thofe are the greateft, of fhip-

wrack by Sea; and of enemiesby Land : 'now our Hope is to
helpeagainft both : againftour dangers by Sea, of fhipwrack,
our hope isan Anchor : againft our dangers by Land, of ene=
mies ; ourhopeisahelmet, - ' [¢

. The liope of the Saings for the préfenc is as the corke tothe

. mighty power of the holy Ghoft. - Rom. 15.13. Now the Godof -
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net that keeps it from finking to the bottome;; though they

may be in the water , and the lead of troublesand affli&tions
may weigh them down , yet their hope keeps them above wa~
ter; they havegreat hopes, and they havechat which makes
their hopes {ubftantiall ; for their faith is the fubftance of
things hoped for. And that s the fecond thing I now come
to: Carnall hearts think there is no fubflantiall reall excel-
lency in any thing , but in the outward excellencies of the
world ; they think that money, Lands, honours, the pleafures
and delights of thefleth , have fubftance in them 3 and that
thereis {omething of realligy in thefe: Now I befeech you,
obferve the difference between the judgement of the holy
Ghoft , and the judgement of a carnall heart : whereasa car-

~mall heart looks upon outward things as the onely fubftan<

tiall things , (‘therefore youcall your rich men fubftanciall
men : and fo the Scripture, fpeaking in the language of men,
calls a mans eflate his fubflance,” becaufe men count their
cftate here their fubftance,) now the holy Ghoft accountsall -
thofe things that the world lookes upon as fubftances, to be
but meer conceits : and thofe things that the world accounts
coriceits, to be fubflances : (and thofe that judge according
to thé judgement of the holy Ghoft, doe the like.) For the:
frft, you know St. Fobx reckons all things in the world in three-
ranks ; either fuch as are profits, pleafures, or honours: the:
Lufls of the flefh, and the pride of life, and the delights of the-
:hyc: now for thofe things that the world counts. their gréateft: -
bftauce, their eftates, and riches, marke how the holy Ghoft:
thinks of them, Prov.23.4;5. Labour not to be rich ; ceafe from.
thine own wifdome:: wilt thou fet thine eyes upon that which is not 2

- That which you call your fubftance, the holy Ghoft fayes, it is

ot , itthathnobeingacall. Well, but hohoursand-‘prcfer-~
ments have {omewhat in them. Nay, ¢they have nothing in-

‘them neither. " A% a5.23, tsfaid , Agrippa and Bernice came

ingreat powpe to thé judgement feat, glietering in their brave ap-
parell;; but -the wo]rd,‘ tranflated great pompe, is, they eaul:-e
with, much fancy: what greater honour is there then for Prin=

~ ‘€3 ta copre in their robes mpon the judgement-feat, glittering

before the eyes of their fubjes? thus did they : andyet th:i::
- . _: - A.;’.“' .. . ., ) : s' 3

N .
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great glory in the judgement of the holy Ghoft, was all bue -

a great fancy : And for the lufts of the fleth, Amos 6. in verfe
5,6. youhave the fenfuali ¢y of the people fet out very fully,
Tbey ke upont beds of Ivory , and Pretch themfelvés upom their cous
ches, and eat the Lambes out of the flock o and the Calves out of the
midft of the ftall 5 they chant 1o the found of the vidl , and invent to
themfelves inflruments of mufick s they drink wine in bowles , &c,
and in verfe 13. it comesall to this , Te rejoyce in a thing of
naught, in that which hath nothinginit; thereisno reallity;
no fubftantiall excellency in all thefe things ; neither in ri«
ches, honours, or pleafures ; but marke now how the holy
Ghoft judges of fpiricuall chings : what fubftance there is in

them, which are only conceits to carnall hearts , Prov.8.20, -

21. (fay es wildomethere) I lead in the way of righteonfuefis

&, that Imay canfe thofe that love me to inberit fubftance 3 . to
" inherit that which is; fo Tremelius, as if nothinghad ab

but that which wifedome caufeth to inherit. And Hebr.'ToC.

33,34. Tou were made a gazing flock beth by reproackes and af:

flictions, and took joyfully the (poyling of your grods, &c. (b how
came this to pafle? marke,) Rnowing it your [elves that ye bave in
beaven a better, and an enduring fubftance. So that that which
was but a conceitand notion to the world, by their faith they
faw it to be fubftantiall unto them : and Hebrewes 11.10. It
isfaid of Abrabam , that be looked for & City with foundations s
there was no City in the world that had foundations in 4bra-
‘hams eye, but only the City that he looked for; and it was
his faith that gave that City foundations. Thus we fec the

different judgement of the holy Gheft and the world. As now

while we liveupon the earth, we think the earth to be very
great, -and the Sun and Moon and Stars to be but Iittle things,

" and they feemfo tous : butwere we in heaven, we fhould

then fee the Sun and Moon and Stars to be great and vaftbo-

dies, and the earth to be but a point in comparifon of them:

fo while men have carthly hearts, they look upon the things
of heaven as conceits, and poore fmall inconfiderable things,

notworth looking after : but if by divine principles they
were once lifted up to heaven and could converfe there, then

the

D B
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the things here below to be buta point; to be but poor low
inferiour things, not worth minding er affe&ing. Thofe

things that are the obje@ts of faich are fubftantiall things, and

faith gives them that fubftance. :
- And they are fubftandiall things, Firft, becaufe they have in
them more then appeares to be in them : we count that fub-
ftantiall which hath in it morc then it appeares for: thofe
things that make a great thew, and have not that in them
which they make thew of , we count them vain, and without
fubftance,as a piece of cloth thathath not that in it which it
{hewes for, wefay it hath no fubftancein it. o
Now the things of God have more in them abundantly then
they fhew for, and therefore they are {ubftantiall: hence it is
that when Chrift fhall come in glory,the Text fayes, He fball
be admiredin allthem that-believe, 2.Tbef.1.10. They fee for the
prefent a greatdeal of excellency in Chrift, and they love
im,and their hearts are towards him for that they fee in
him now ; but bereafter he thall appeare abundantly more glo~
rious then they thought for: then they fhall fay, indeed wedid
fee much in Chrift, but we fee now infinitely more glory and
excellency then ever we imagined.
. Secondly, the things of heaven that are the obje&s of faith
arefubftantiall, becaufe thereis moft of God in them. Now
God is the infinite firft being of all,and gives being to all: that
therefore which hath moft of the firft being in it;muft needs be
the moft {ubftantiall and reall good : Now though it be true
that all creatures are filled with Gods excellencies , yet fpiri-
uall and heavenly things are aboveall other moftfilled with'
God: the very divine nature of Godis in them, and there is
thevery life of Ged, and the Image and glory of God, and
there God doth efpecially communicate himfelf. God hath
two wayes of his communication: the one is to his Son, and
that is in an infinite way that we underftand not : and theo-
ther is to his creatures : and his fpectall communication of
himfelf to his creatures is in fpirituall and heavenly things:
thereforethey muftneeds -be the moft {ubftantiall and reall
things to cthe foul. L . :
. And then Thirdly, they are fubflantiall things and notino.-
’ ’ ’ tions -
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tionsand conceits, becaufe they are the very center of the
thoughts and intentions of God himfelf, and that which he
aimesat in all his workes towards his creatures, and the very
center of the happinefle of the moft excellent creatures that
ever God made. Now that which is the very iffue of the great
defigne of God in making the world, and o{ all the workes he
doth in theworld, and the higheft good any creatureis capa-
ble of, certainly it isno conceit , but hatha great deal of
{ubftantiall being in it : butthe good we have in fpirituall
and heavenly thing, is the very iffue of Gods defignefrom all « -

.~ eternity, in his full communication of himfelfe unto his crea- -

tures and itis the higheft good any creature is capable of :
therefore fpiricuall things are reall and fubftantiall. :
Againe , reall and fubftantiall things they are, becaufe we
finde they have areall and fubﬂ‘z’nti"ﬁl operation upon the
fouls of thofe that are acquainted with them. 'O the mighty
work that appeares upon the hearts of the godly from the ap-
rehenfion of fpirituall things, that are the obje&s of faith !
Eow doe fpirituall things tune and raife the hearts of men
that were low, and bafe, ard droffy, and vilebefore, tocon-
verfe with God in the higheft way and kinde that it is poffible

* for a creature to converfe with God in'; and what great things

doe they enable thefoul todoe! thofe things that have fuch:
a fubftantiall operation,muft needs be reall and fubftantiall.
. Laftly, they have an eternall fubfiftency , that fhall never
vanifh or fade away , that when all other things thall wither
asthe graffe, fpirituall and heavenly things fhall abide for e+
ver : therefore they are the only fubftantiall things.
. . But then, as they are thus in themfelves, fo how come they
to be thus to the foul? why it is by faith ; faith gives them
thebottome , the foundation , the fubftantiallity of their be--
ing. AndInote this the rather, becaufe the great reafon
why our hearts are not taken with {pirituall things , is, be-
caufle wg doe not fee.into the reallity and fubflantiallity
»ltah;at isif.ther, and into the prefentnefle. of the good they -
have, - R R OURS T N S
. Now faith.gives them this their fubftantiall being :
- Firft, becaufe it isfaich that carries thefoul to contomplate

_ upon.
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* ous things thatare revealed concerning the happinefle o

upon God himfelfe , and enables the foul to difcerne the ex-
cellency and glory that there is in God, to know much of
God in his own eflence and being 5 and clevates the foul to
cenverfewithGod in a2 higher way abundantly thenreafon
can doe (though it is true, a great deal of God is underftood
by reafon.) And then by faith the foul comes to know what
riches there are in thefe excellent and glorious things of God.
It ficft fees them in God 5 and then after that it fees thiss God
to be infinitely willing to communicate. and let out him(elf
to his creature ; And then by faich the foul converfeth with
the deep and glorious councels of God , between himfelf and
his Son : It fees into the great defigne God had in fending his
Son into the world for the working and bringing to paffe
thofe high and glorious intentions he had in communicating
himfelf to thechildren of men through amediator. Again,
faith converfeth with the great things of the covenant of grace,
and there fees into thofe unfearchableriches (asthe Apottle
Ipeaks )chat have no footftepsin the creature 3 -{o the word ﬁﬁ‘
nifies;we cannot fee them by reafon,or the creature. A fpeciall
objet faith works upon, is the covenant of grace in the Gof~
pefl, and it fees theriches that are revealed there : And faith
receives the teftimony of the holy Ghoft; the holy Ghoft is -
appointed by the Father and the Son to witnefle thefe great
things, to manifefttothefoul thedeep things of God 5 thofe
things that are but meer notions otherwife to the heartofa
man , the fpirit of God difcovers thefe to the foul; and fo
faith workinﬁ:xpon thefe objetts, and clofing with them as
the proper fpheare for it tomovein, itmakes all thofe fgh)r{i‘
thote
that God intends eternall good umto, fubftantiall and reall to
the foul ; fuch thingsas the foul can build upon, and dare

 venture:its felf, and its eternall efateupon ; and we had need

have agood foundation in thofe thingg we are content to

venture our eternall eftate upon : and becaufe it muftbe the

work of faith %\'vhen God intends to fave thefoul ) to have

fuch apprehenfions of the Gofpell as to be willing to venture

its eterniall condition upon it , therefore it had. need have a

furefoundation : and hence faith is the fubftance of tﬁﬁ:ﬁ
_ . ho
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hoped for, and gives a reall being unto thefe things.

And as it makes them reall and fubftantiall , fo thereisa- -

nother thing included in this word , It makes them prefent;

though they are but things hoped for , yetby faith they have-

a prefent fubfiftence to the foul 5 they are lookt upon by faith
as now {ubfifting , though in themfelves they doe not: faith

partakes much of the nature of God , it hath akinde of omni- -

potent power in it, out of nothing to create fomething : there
are many excellent works of faith, and amongft the reft chis
isa fpeciallone, to give abeingto that which in it felf hath
none, tomake it for the prefent a fubftantiall reall being co
the foul: the work of faith in this kinde is very obfervable:
for evill things that are very nigh, faith can make them ac a
mighty diftance ;5 and for good thirigs that arenever fo far off,
faith can make them to be as prefent to it. - Obferve what the
Scripture fpeakes of it this way : fitft for evils that are very
nigh,and encompafle us round about,when we are in the midft
of them,faith can put the evill at a diftance’, as Pfalm.g1.7. A

thoufand (hall fall at shy fide , and tex thoufand at thy vight band,

but it fhall not come nigh thees not conse nigh thee : 1f he had faid,
itfhall not be upon thee, it had been fomewhat ; but to fay, it
fhall not comie nigh thee, this is a ftrangekinde of expreflion 3
how could it befaid not to ecome nigh him , when thoufands
fell on both hands , and he wasin the midR of i ? it was by
faith : faith put that aca diftance which was juft upon him.
The ftrength of reafon will help one, when the plague is a-
' %rw way off, then a-man thinks , Iam fafe enough, becaufe
arrgenough fidh ic : but fuppofe the plague come into thy
houfe, into thy chamber ; now to believe a promife,it fhall not
come nigh thee, hereisa mighty work of faith ; faith puts e-
vilsprefent ata farre diftance. And then en the’ other fide,
forgood things that are abfent, & a great way off, faith can
make them as if they were really fubfifling : ‘therefore (Heb..
11.13.) It i3 {aid of the Fathers, that‘t_ﬁc?’éw the promifes a-
farre off, and embraced them : the word in the originall is fa-
uted the promifes ; nowfriends when they falute, muft be
nigh one another 5 their faith made the promifes which. were

agreat way off tobe with them as if prefent : therefore it is -

.
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faid of Zbrabam, that he faw Chrifts day, and rejoyced; and

_ theScripture fpeaks of taking hold of eternall life, and that

we doeby faith ; and of being in heaven, receiving the end of

your faith: Tis not,you fhall receive,but now you are receiving.

Pfalm. 108.7.8. God bath{poken in bis bolineffe,I will rejoyce, Iwill
divide Sechem &-c.Gilead is mine, Mma{[ﬁ'tb is mine: marke, is
mine : he prefently concludes, as if the thing were already
done, for it was fo by faith : faith gives a prefent fubfiftence
to things. Reafon it felf hath a great deale of power to make
things that are future, to be as prefent , both in evill things
andin good. Inevillthings, a man that isa contemplative
aman, and hath a wicked heart , he will fetch the {weetnefle of
his luft and finne which isa cFreat way off, and make it as.
prefent by meditation, and roling it up and down in his
thoughts in a way of difcourfe ; and fo alts his finne contem-

: g}ativcly » though he may bein hell before he a& it really;

ow as reafon and difcourfe can fetch in a luft, and make it
as if it were prefent : fo reafon can goe a great way in makin
a future good thing as if it were prefent.  And this isthedit=
ference between a rationall creature , and a fenfuall: a fen-
fuall creature is only for the things that are before it ; but now
reafon can fetch things that are abfent, and make then as pre-
fent: and inregard of this, God hath a mighty advantage of
mankinde, either for the bringing of his wrath upon them, or
for beftowing. happinefle upon them: as you can ferch in
your lufts that are abfent,and make them as prefent to you in
your thoughts , by thework ard difgqurfe of reafon : fo by
the worke -of this faculty , God can make -os ar ‘q‘,ph‘gues
though future,yet to be as prefent with you.And in thisrefpe&t
the wofull evill of thofe that perifh eternally may befet out

- dreadfully : namely thus, they being reafonable creatures; by

the work of their reafon they may fetcchin all the mifery that
they fhall indure te eternity, to gil up every moments mifery,
that all the mifery they fhall indure to eternity , they fhall
pofleffe it prefently and together : and therefore' the torment
of a brute creature is infinitely fhort of a reafonable; fuppofe a
brute beaft were in hell, yet its mifery would come infinitely

“fhort of a mans , becaufe a brute creature apprehends no more

mifery,
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- mifery,then that inftant : butnow , if a reafonable creature
be in torment, and knowes it fhall be in it cternally, bl;
all

? thoughtand difcourfe it can fetch into that very inftant,
the paine that it muft endurefor ever. And fo for happinefle,
thofe that ar¢ faved , fhall be infinitely happy every moment,
N becaufe they fhall fetch in all the happinefle they (hall haveto
; cternity tomake them every moment happy : this is the work
Pd of reafon. Now if reafon can make future,things to beas pre- -
- fene, how much more can faith, that is not only reafon eleva-

ted, but is a principle higher then reafon ? as it isin difpaire,
~ aman that difpaires brings hell to himfelf beforehe isin hell;
* and makes hell thatisabient, as if it were prefent. Hence
fome in their difpairing have cryed out, they were in hell : as
”ﬁ Francis Spira 5 he faid he wasin hell , and hell fire was upon
* - him, becaul< by difpaire that which is future hath a reall kinde
of fubfiftance in theheart of a man , asif it were now prefents
: Now as difpaire brings in the reallity of Gods wrath that is
. future, and makes it as prefent, fo faith brings in the reallity
- of Gods love and mercy that isto come, and makes itas pre-
fent: and itis as genuine a. work of faith , to make future
things prefent , asany work of faith. Now I fhould have
fhewn you in what refpe&s faith makes things prefent, thac
areto come, and-what is the work of faith in them.. But
. * bricfly, it makes all things prefent thataretocome: :
Firft, becaufe it fees all things as certain as if they wereal-

ready ; if a man havea bond of one for a hundred pounds,

thac he is fure off, he fayes here isa hundred pounds , becaufe

of the certainty of it. _ ,
Secondly , becaufe faith lookes upon the pofieflion of things,
that not only they fhallbe , but that now thereisa pafleflion
of them, and that two wayes ; Firft, Chriftour head is gone
b before to prepare manfions forus, and in our name to take
ﬁoﬂ'eﬂion of heaven , therefore we have taken pefleflion in our

ead ; and then Secondly, we have the firft fruits of the {pirit, f

Lo the firft fruits of the glorious things of heavens and in that™

regard, we our felves have taken poficflion, and therefore they

. . are asprefent to faith. Thirdly,there is fuch an infinitenefle in Z74
- thatisto

eternity,that the time
‘ o L

be before we have ful poffefliort =
O
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is not confiderable : thérefore faith lookes upon them as pre-
fent. . . - ’ .o
"~ And then Fourthly, faith eyes the things of heaven conti~
l w, and they are thercfare prefent ,. becaufe they are al-
R wayes in the eye of faich. . .
"~And Fifthly, the prefentneffe of them is feen in this, becaufe
V' the Saints enjoy all in God : for thisis the happineffe of hea-
ven,to fee all glory and blefledneffein God: Now faith doth
fomething of this here; faith inables us to fee great things in
God. Now the enjoying communion with God for the pre-
fent, and beholding of heaven in God , and feeing all things
in him, this muft needs make a prefent reall fubfiftance of them
-tothefoul. ThusIhave fpoken briefly of faiths, being the
fubftance of things hoped for. : _
For the ufe: If faith be the fubftance of things hoped for,and "
givesbeing to things fo high and glorious as the things of
God are: Firft, then certainly faith ic {elf muft needsbea very
fubftantiall thing ; faith isnota conceit and notion, for it
gives reality and fubftantial being to thofe things the world
counts conceits : faith is themoft fubftantialeft glorious thing
in the world : Itis that, in the working of which, the power
of God appeares more then in any thing in the world : there-
fore in Ephef. 1.19,20.  thereare fome fix or feven gradations
of the wonderfull power of God that appeares-in the workin§
of faith: Now that muft needs be an exceeding fubftantia
thing , thathath fuch a mighty power of God in working of
it: Goddoth natufeto pue forth extraordinary power for
r the doing of ordinary things. Now when he fpeaks of faith,,

* hefets out his power in a glorious manner, and in an extra<
ordinary way ; amd thereby tells us, that faith hath fome
great matter init. And indeed faith hath much in iv; though
it bea grace that empties us of our felves , yet it is that where -

'by the believer is enabléd to doe one of the moft glorious
workes that ever creature was enabled to doe: as now for a -
poor foul to feeits felf in its own filth, under finne and: guilt,
.and to fee the wrath of an infinite deity incenfed againftics
%0 fee the infinite juftice of God requiring fatisfaltion , and
the infinite holinefle of God hating of finne 5 to have the accu~

fations-
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fations of confcience, of Satan, of the world , and being fen-

fibleof all this, yet to lay hold upon a mediator Between -

- God and man, and to truft in arighteoufiefle beyond it felf;
and to tender itup to God' the Father for a full attonement
and fatisfaftion, and to vencure its felf, and eternall eftate up-
onit; and being unholy and filthy in it felf, yet to unite it

felf co God in as neer a union (for the kinde of it?,yas onﬂibly o
P

a creature can have with the Creator , next theh aticall
uniion of the humane nature of Chrift with the divine : I fay;
for faith to be able to doe this , itisa high and moft glorious

~ work, and there is an abundance of the power of God appearcs -

it ic. -
- By thishow may we difcover the vanity of the faith of the
greateft number of people in the world, who have nothing but
micer emptinetle in'them, their very faith ‘is only a notion,
and no marvell then if all things they believebe butnotions,
they can doe nothing with their faith. You fay you hope and
belicve and truft in Gods mercy, but what can you doe with
your faith ? what reall fubftantiall work of faith is upon
our hearts? when faith comes, there comes the mighty power
- of God and his wonderfull glory into the foul, that creats(as
it wcrcg and gives fubftantiall being to the moft high and glo-
rious objefts in theworld : therefore know,that faith is nota

dead flighe empty thing in the foul, but it hath a mjght}' ope-
Yy

wition upon the hearts of men.and women : and certainly chat
faith that muft fave a foul muft have high and glorious opera«
tionsin thefoul, i
Againeif faith gives a fubflantial being to things hoped
for, then we muft learneto ftrengthen and exercife our faich
inthie things we hope for : which of us doe not hope for great
‘and glorious things ( as I gave you a hint of them?) Now let
_ faith be exercifed-and ftrengthened in thefe things ; if all thofe
blefled'things wefpak of were prefent to the {oul, O how
would-our heantsbe above the creature, how fhould we look

upon allthings hete below as dung, filth, droffe, how would
our thoughts Be raifed in the admiration of fpirituall and.

heavenly things, how would our fpiritsbe taken up in won-
deringdt the glory of God chatappeares in thefe things, how
e e i: 2. - would
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would our hearts be enflamed with love to God! how would
our converfations be in heaven for the prefent! what heaven-

ly thoughts and hcavcn? affe&ions would beinusinall our -

wayes! and how would we veuture to goe through fice and
water for God ! to doeany thing , fuffer any thing , be any
thing for God. And did our faith make fuch glorious thin

" as thefereall and fubflarivial to us ? how fubftantial would

ourdutiesand fervicesbe. Why is it then that our duties
have fo much vanity in them, arefo empty , having nothin
but circumftance in them ; certainly. (brethren) if our fait
%ives a fubfiftance to fuch bleffed & glorious things of eternal
ife, it will likewifegive a fubfiftance to all our duties atl
fervices , that we fhall not tender to God empty and dead (er-
vices. Confider, this you, who though you dare not omic
duties, yet what empty duties doe you tender to God 5 your
works fhould be the works of faith , and faith fhould give
them a fubfiftance,as well as it gives your hopes; therefore fa-
tisfic not your felves with that faith that will not give a fub-
fiftance to your duties ; and doe not think iewill givea {ub-

fiftance to fuch glorious things we {peak of. Thus much of -
the ficft parcicular, Faith is the fubftance of things hoped for. 1

would faine fpeak a lictle of the fecond , It i the evidence of
things not feen, : - : ‘ :

here aretwo thingshere. e
. Firft, thac the things of grace, fpirittial and heavenly things,
arethings not feen. ~ -

And fecondly, that faith gives an evidence to thofe things.
. Firftthatgrace, fpiritualland heavenly things, are things

" notfeen. ,
- The Apoftle fayes Gal. 5.19.22. the works of the flefh are

manifeft ; but when he comes to the workes of the {pirit, he
fayes the workes of the fpiric are thefz : he doth not fay, they
are-manifeft 5 forindeed they are things that are not feen
though tis true, the operations of them appear, yet there is no
externall work of grace, but an hypocrite may doe it : there-
fore the workes of the fpirit cannot be faid tobe feen either
by the eye of fenfe orreafon. And then for the things of heas

¥en, (ayes the Apoftle, 2 Cori2.18. While we look nos as the tb;:gz
A of 0R 1o which

e B
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which are [een 5 but at the things which are not feen , for the things
which are feen aretemperall, but the things which are not feen are
eternall.l might here difcover to you how it comes to paffe, that
fpirituall and heavenly things are not feen unto fenfe and rea«
- fon. Many arguments I.chought to have given to difcover
- this : I muftbut cull out two or three particulars, The riches
ofa Chriftian in fpirituall and heavenly things are like the
riches of the Sea ; it may be outwardly ‘you f2e nothing but
‘hideous waves, and a great deal of filth, I but the riches are -
at the bottome , and theriches of the earth are within, and
hidden , they doe notappear : fo theriches and treafures of |
a-Chriftian are things not feen, they are things thatareinthe .
“very bofome of God, in thevery heart of God. Now as no
-man knowes the things of aman , but the fpirit of man; fo
no man knowes the things of God , butthe {pirit of God, and
him to whom God doth reveal them. :

,And then they are things that arebeyond the principles of
reafon, they arc too high. and fo teo glorious for fuch afa-
culty as reafon is ; if an obje& be too glorious for fenfe, it de-
ftroyes the fenfe : fo thefe objeéts are too high for reafon, and
and therefore cannot be feen by reafon. :

And theblindneffe of man naturally-is fuch that he cannot
feethefe things. And chiefly God {o. orders thingsin his.
providence, that he goeth aquite contrary way ("asto fenfe
and reafon) to that which he hath promifed. I fay it is the

; way of God to hide his glorious excellencies by feeming to
. ﬁoe in the wayes of his providence dire&ly croffe to what he
- _ hath promifed ; we might fhew how God hath hid from fenfe
- and reafon his mercy to his own people : that of Abrabam is
confiderable ; there were two promifes God made to Abrabam,
the one of going out of his own country, and carrying him te
a land flowing with milk and honey ; the other, that he would
make his feed as the ftars of heaven for multicude, and thas .
in his feed all the nations of the earth fhoild be blefled.
Mark now, if 4brabam hadnot had forhething to evidence
: - that which was not feen, he could never have feen the faithful-
’ *  nefleof God tn thefe promifes : for when he was gone out of
his own country, he comes to Gaaan (the country promifed)
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but as foon as he was there , he was.ready to ftarve, and was

faine to flye to Egypt : and if hehad not had faith he would

have fallen off,and have been ready to turne back againe.

And then for the fecond promife , That in bis fced all the Nati=
ons of the carth fbould be bleffed: Abrabam goeth on feavency
res, and his wife had no childe ; and it ceafed to be wicth

er after the manner of women ; (he wasold , and Abrabams

body déad ;: 4nd after he had a chijld, he muftkill him, and
being faved , Ifeac muft be forty yeares béfore heismarried 3
and when he is martied , he muft have no childe in twency
yeares : and in the finft hundred and fifty yeares after the pro-
mife, there was but'feaventy of all his feed : yet this was the
gromife, that in his feed all the Nations of the earth fhould be

lefled : thus ‘God feémes to goe croffe-to what he promifed. -
W mi&ghs inflance alfo in Facob ; God commands Fecob tores
tu

¢
rne from Laban : and afrer chat, mark how God followes.

him.  Firft, hisuncle Laben followes him with thoughts to -

flay him. Secondly , In his Journey his wives nurfe dyeth,
Thirdly, his wifedyes. Fourthly, Diney is ravithed. Fifthly,

< his two Sons,Smmeen and Levy commit chat villany,that makes -
" him flink in the noftrils of the people of theland. Sixtly,Efau

comes todeftroy him 5 and all this in that journey that God
commanded Facob to take. Now if Facdb had nothad faith ta
look through thefeto the things thatmight encourage him in

_his way to thingsnot feen , it had-been impofiible he fhonld

havegoneon. So when God brings Ifrael to Canaan, you
know whata way they goe about-through the wilderneffe :
when they were cotne to Castzan, a land flowing with milk

" and hony, God brdught them to the Wm'ﬂjmt ofit: for the’

fouth part was the hotteft, and dryeft, and barrenncft part of
the:countrey: duis-God feemes to goe on in croffe wayes, and
this hides the excellency of the things of God: and hence it

comes to pafle they ‘are ot feen, If it'be ‘fo, then -¢hat ‘the -

things of God arie not feen ta a'carnall eye ,-and reguiremore

then reafon'to apprehend'them: - | -

- Ficf, ivfhonld make us cedfewondering, that mén of exccl; '

lent parts and reafon, doe not Tee the things of God, but{light

them ¢ hamne nac A2 ne thie whow ane shinoe wnefoon o it 1t
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a great deceit in many , who think that becaufe fuch and fuch
ymen have larger abilities of reafon then others to underftand
naturall things; that therefore ik muft nceds follow, they
" havedeeper apprehenfions of fpiritual things: and yet men
_ reafon thus, what you poor fimple men and women under-
ftand thefe things, when there are great Schollars and learned
men, that fee themnot : this argnes a carnal heart 5 as if the
firength of reafon could make men apprehend more then faith
candoe. You knowwhat Chriftfayes , Fatber I thank_thee,
that thow baft hid thefe things from the wife and prudent , and baft
revealed them to babes, ;&Iatb.x 1.25. Notwithftanding fuch ex-
preflions of Chrift, yet we feethe temper of the men of the
world : alas,. they ook upon religion as a2 moft foolith and
ridiculous thing s and fo for ftriétnefle in the wayes of religi-
on: when‘-ak}mn fhall fee another very earneft about a thing -
that he thinKes is of no confequence at all', he cannot but im-
pute folly to him : fo, when the men of the world fee the peo-
ple of God fervent, and zealous about thofe things that they
can fee no excellency.in’; and fee them willing to venture and
fuffer for them s they count this folly and" madrefle : when
Chrift (being in danger of his life, Fobx 18.37,38.) tells Pilate
that he came into the world to bear witnefle unto the truth,
fayes Pilate, what is truth? {peakingina f{lighting way, as if
‘he had faid, you come here to anfwer for your life , -and you
had riced look to that ; and what doe you talk of truth now
your life is in queftion. So carnall men, when they fee others
venture their cftates, and lives, for poor inconfiderable things,
as they cfteem them, they count thisfolly : and why doe they
-doefo ? ‘becaufe the things of God are not feen. Therefore
in fpirituall and heavenly things we muft alwayes endeavour
to beat down reafon, and to advance faith: fayes Luther, Ir the
things of God we muft not continually be asking tbe reafon, for they
are the things that are mot feen: " Nay ({ayes he) faith kills the

beaft reafon, in fpirstual things. . Though it istrué, being kept ~ =

- under faith thereis good ufe ofit, yet it is as a beaft to be -
flaine, that fo we may fee the more of {pirituall things. I mect

- with aftory in a book of a com " Bifhops that were ga=
y . Pat:.y. [Py SR .g:' oLl ...gl.,.
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difputed againft the Chriftian faith 3 and he aigued fo fubcilly
that he non-pluft the Bifhops. Now there was a godly man,
a poor weak man there, and he defired he mighc have libercy,
to difpute, for that they were fonon-pluftin : and though ac
firft they were afraid he would fpoyle the canfe through his
weaknefle, yet at length they gave him leave to fpeak 5 and he-
propounds certaine principles of religion to the P"hilofopher,
and faid to him, doe youbclieve thefe things?and faid no
~ more, butdoe you believe thefe things? znd upon this the
Philofopher yeilds: 1have heard (fayes he) nothingall chis
while but words 5 butnowI finde a divine vertue come into
me, thatIcan no longer refift the Chriftian faith, and this
meerly upon the propounding of the objets of faith, wich
urging upon him, Doe you believe? certainly in the things
of faith we muft believe before we can underftand them fully :
our faith muft fometimes help us to conecive, and not al-
wayes our conceiving help to us to believe, we finde this in
Peter, Jobn 6.69. Andwe believe and ave fure that thou art the
Chrift the Son of the living God: mark, we believe and are fure :

. Hedothnot fay , weare fure, andbelieve: but firft believe,.
and then are fure ; by believing we come to be fure. There
are many they would faine be %ure that-Chrift died for them,

i that their fins are pardoned, and that they are the children of

God ; and they endgavour to makethis out by arguments,

3 . from the effeits, and would try themfelves by fuch and fuch
notes : but we fhould rather, and in the firft place goe theway
the Apoftle doth here, we believe and arefure: we fhould caft
our fouls upon the truth of the word , and by believing come
tobe fure. . - v
. So much for the Firft,the things of God are things not feen. -

-Butnow faith, that doth evidence and make them cleare,
We knew in whom we bave believed o 2.Tim.1.12, and the mer-
cies of God in Chrift are called The fure mercies of David , Als
13.34. Faithisnot a meer notion, imagination, or conceit,
but tis that which makes all fure and certaine to the foul. I |
fhould have an{fwered a cafe here , whether or no there' may

- not be faith wishout affurance , thatis without affuranceofa
mans own falvation by Chrift. : ' »

~
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’ S“Ccrcainly it muft rieeds be.a griat taiftale 40 put that_upon,

thebeing of faith,which is the riches of faith ; for fo the s«;;p-".
€y

vare talls affurance a2 man may beable 'to carry onhis Tra

though he be not rich; and a' mari may be a believersthough he
be not rich in affurance: now affuraice is thie.creame of faich,
the riches.of faich. 1fhould havefhewn alfohow farre faith
can be an evidence, where there is:doubting. Onely thus.: the

affurance we have by faith building upon the wordyand draw-

ing conclufions from divine principles; (for that I fhould have
fpoken of , how faith draws things ug toan evidence, by di-
vine and fpirituall principles 5 anid what thefe principles are
but we cinnot ftand to open :this< but ) it is fo farre an evi-

dence,that thefoul can rventiire upon it , as] told youbefores .

faith is a foundation that the foule dare venture upon : as
that Martyr faid , -though I cannot difputefor thetruth, yetI
can dyeforthe truth. Where faith comes with a convincing
lighe,chough there may-be doubts and fears;and temptations 3
yet ic can trufly: and dc&rqd 3 and thefoul refolvesifI perifh,
I will periih ‘here : Iet all the world fay what they will, I finde.
this is the way , 4nd whatever comes of it I will not goeback ¢
and by this meanes over-powers the foul; and carries it through
oppofition 3 dnd fo faithisan evidence. B
- Ma:g thh;gs fliould have been:{poken by way of application,
As Firft, If:faich bean evidence to other things, and makes,
them feen, then it is an evidencetoicfelf. -1 meane thus : Ic
is therefore poflible fora foul to know its own good condition

and its intereft in Chrift, meerly by the very work offaith it

felf; though for the prefentitbe not able to argue ; apoflerio-

1i, from the effes of faith, yet i¢ may arghe apriori ;faith may
-evidence ftfelf. Many Chriftians goe on in-a doubting way.

meerly becaufe they think they muft have evidences of their
faith , by fome effe&s thatfollow théir faith ; and till then
they can’ havemo comfort ; tis true,where true faith is ,- there
wil be fruits:and effe&ts of it:buitcerthinly if you could learne
this myftery of the Gofpel, .to finde an eviderice in faith it felf,

you would {ooner come to comfort ;. And'it is- a faferwaya |c

great deal : as thus, if you have doubts about your conditi-
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haveno intereft in €lirifk, the way to be:freed from thele
doubts and feares; 'isby renewing the a&of faith it felf, by
enting to yeour fouls the riches of the grace of God in the
ord Jefus; and by viewing the glory of that, fee if ic will not
draw out your fouls tobelieve. And if upon this your hearrs
flirre not for the prefent, fet thefe things before your fouls a-

. gaine, and turne not from rencwing . the a&ts of faith , to pore

upon your corruptions , -and then fay , you can fee no interet
that };u’havé in Chrift : but look upwayrd againe and againe,.
and by thevery viewing of them, avertue will comein, to
draw the heart tobelieve. Asby prefenting the law, there is
an cfficacy to terrifie and afrighe : fo by prefenting the glori-
ous things.of the Gofpel ; there is an efficacy to draw out
faith : And then youare to renew the 'ngﬁprimiﬁve work of
faith ; that is ¢o clofe with Chrift, and to caft your felves upon
the freenefle of the grace of God in Chrift ; and though you
finde in your liearts fuch and fuch corruptions , .and are ready
%o {ay, fhall fuch-a oncag I am,{o’ polluted and defiled , caft
n cifupomhc ce of God in Chrift ? yet Jay hold upon

' OZriﬂ,imd you have as much reafon to doe it from thence,
- s from mydxi?; and therefore this muft be thy courfe to
wenew this primi

rimitive ak of thy faith again and again, 1but
yet' my dounbts and fleares remaine : but if thou wouldeft .
have an-evidence, to it againe & again a choufand times over,

" andatlafcherewillbe an evidence of thea of faith it felf,

But you will fay, this may be prefumption to caft ones felf up-
on the free grace of God in Chrift. 1 anfwer, this is ne pre-
fumption, becanfethe very ad it felf gives thee a righe toall
thatis in-God and Chrift. Nowprefumption is when 2 man
takes that which he hath no rightto : and if a man doe that to
which hehath no right before, yet if that he doth give hima
right,it is no prefumption.But you will fay,this i¢ a licentious
way,& gives liberty. O idanot wrong faith,when theu(though
thon canftfeeno reafon forit). in the wantof fight and fenfe
canft venture thy felfeupon the riches of she grace of God
Chrif}, it is themofhgloriouswork that thou canft poflibly doe
n this world : &ouﬁ -thou be able to live to-overcome all
thy sorruprions, and £o doethegreated fervice imaginablé, 1‘5 '
C . cou
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could not be fo glarious a. wark as thisnAnd it is the moft dif- -

ficult thing in the world ;. and- thenéforenado@rine of liher-
ty 5 that foul thattan goe through all'the difficulties of faith,
that can overcome'its infibite guilt, and the terrours of the
law ;-and notwithftanding all cthat comesbetween God and it,

can venture upon the free grace of God in Chyift, may overs -

come all- chie difficulties in the world,. : Many, other things
might have been in urging of this, as now,though:we are 14

- . thedatk, and fight andfenfe, and.all is gone ; yet: exercife

faith, and if thou wouldek ftudy to magnifie God as a Chirifti-
an, this is the cnely way. Thereisa notable inftance of cree
dicthat dlexander gave to his Phyfidan, and theexample of
the eruft he put in him did - mightily honour him ' before all
his Nobles : Alexander being fick, :one fends to him and adyir
feth him-to take heed of Philip his Phyfitiar ,: for that one had
feed him to poyfon him ; his Phyfittan brings him the potir
on,and Alexander gives hiim the letter , and ‘dninkes the poti~
on prefently , imimating tha¢ fie would not belizve what was

of him: and this was amighyy honour donetohis

Phyfitian, and {0 when thou hatt no évidence in thy (clfe, yed
when thou haft many temptations that fpeak ill of the free
grace of God in Chrift, and that tell chee Chrift hath left thee
and forfaken thee ; and that it ‘would neverbethusand thus
with thee if Chrift intended any good to thec; and whem
" temptations are in their. gredteftheat ;:and fpeak the worft of
Chrift; Now to venture thy foul upon Chrift, Chrift will
take it as the greate®t honour thou art capable of doing to

him: and itis the readieft way to advance the riches of his

graceand mercy. ‘And be afraid of unbelicfe , as well as of
prefumption ; beafraid leaft thou fhouldeft not magnific the
riches of the grace of God in Chrift, which is his great defigne
amongf the children of men. 1thought to have laid downe
fomething to fhew what encouragement we have to believe
in cafe of want of evidence , when we are in the dark,: and caa
feeno light 5 and to haveﬁiven rules to elp ourfaith:
Bat I will conclude with this one ufe. : :
... By what hath been delivered you may all fee what an ex-
sttlenc and admirable grace faith is, and of what ufe ivis, 'O
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brethren , in thefetimes wherein there is fuch feare, tronble .
and diftraQion ; now to havefaith to give a fubfiftance to all,
the things that God hath fpoken of ; a fubfiftance to all the
glorious promifes that God hath madeto his LEeoplc : what a
wonderfull blefling is this! now excercifefaith , and by faith
givea fubfiftance to all thefe promifes ; make them a founda-
tion to reft upon; be willing to-venture all you have, your
Eftates, names, liberties, lives, for the furthering and fulfilling
the glorious promifes which God hath made unto his Churchz
d if you have faith, that gives foundations to thofe promi-
g, ouwill doefo. And thoufh we.fee nothing but dark-:
nefle, and mifery upon the warld, yet let us exercife faith ; i€
the hour of temptation be yet to come, as who knowtes,, then:
we fhall have need of faith ; and faith’ onely 5 in fuchi ddrk~
nefle can helpe us to light. And for preparation for fuch
times, labour to firengthen faith, and by what you haveheards
{ou may fee what fiéad faith will fland you in, in any danger.
t isa great comfort to a Chriftian. that though. he be in the
dark in many thingsCas there are many truths now difputed a-
bout Churches, and the like ) yet to know he hath that in him
that will make the things of eternall life evident to him : It is
awonderful blefling of God to have a principle thatgives fub=~

- fiftance and evidence to fuch-things as thefe are. How excee-

dingly would man r fouls fejoyce, if they might have
'an"cgvi{imc'e but,of%ot:::onc truth of religion ; as the truth of
a dcity, which reafon gives light in; they are fo peftred with
Atheifme, that they would give a thoufand worlds to berid
-ofit.- Now if this be fo great amercy , to have that which
doth evidence onely one principle of religion ;- what a_glorir
ous mercy then is it, to have faith to evidenceall the glorious
things of God 5 and to' make them cleare and plaine toyou !
you can remember there was 2 time when you thought them
fancies and conceits , but naw you fee them. as. cleare as the
light of the Sun,,: and you would not riow for a thoufand
worlds_batyon fawthem as you doe.. Heréafter (bréthren

~ when we fhall fee them not by faithybut by fenfe, O how flall.
‘we bleffe God then, that wehad before an evidence of thefe .
hings made to our fouls, What would have become of us if

we

o
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;hndnothzdinevidmce to cleare thofe things tousthat

lead to this glory , to evidence the righteoufnefle of God in
Chrift for allife. I faw thefe things fubfifting and evi-
dent before, and now God reveales them fully to me ; whereas
on thecther fide, thofe that want a principleof faith to make
thefn fubftantiall and evident to tham, when they fhall come
to be fubftantiall and evident to their fenfe, O what a horrid
terrour will it be unto them : then you will fay, O Lord, that
I'had feen thefe things before, my heart then would never have
been taken fo with the things of the world : I ran madly upon
the vanities of the world , to get riches, and honours; and I
thought I wasthe oncly happy man , and that thofe things

~ were the onely fubftantial and reall things , and thofe things
that I heard the Preacher fpeak of , I thought them to be buc
notions and conceits : but now I fee they are reall and fub-
flanciall. O miferable man thatnowIam!

O the work of faith that can make thofe that are of weak -

arts, to fee the great things of God , Fames 2.5. Hearken my
Embrcn (fayes the }’\Ipoﬁle God hatb chofen the poor of this world
to be richiin faith. Tounderftand the great things of faith;
that poor men fhould nnderftand the great, the deep, the glo-
rious things of God, that were hid from the foundations of
the world,ic is a wonderful work ; therefore when Fobs fent
toChrift , to know if he were the MefFis ,, Chrift gives this as
one argument, The poor recerve the Gofpely Mathew 11. 5. Why,
was that an argument that Chrift was the Meflias ; was it not
. rather an argumentagainft him.? that the poordid it:. if the
great ones haddoneit, ithad been an argumeut. No, Tke
poor receive the Gofpell.  And that thofe that are ioor and weak
in other things , fhould have this mighty work wrought in

their {otls,to be able to receive Chrift and the Gofpel : this is-

an argument of the mightyc})_ower of God. Brethren, to have
the ufe of the eye of the body by which we can fee the great

works ofGod, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, . and can take notice
of theglory of God in thefe, thisi§ a great bleffing: what

man would be willing to loofe the fight of his eyes, to gaine:

a world 7 becaufe it difcovers fo much of the glo:l of God..
- Now if the eye that receives onely thefe naturall things, be
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fo preecious O then whatisitto havea principle within us,
an eye of faith clearly ro evidence the greatthings dnd glori.
ous councels of God untous? if a chriftall that -ean receive
.colours into it from without, be precious 5 O what is the
chriftall of faith ? it may well be called precious faith , for ic
receives into the foul the glory of God, and the excellencies of
‘Chrift, and thegreat things of cternall life. And thefe are
brought into the foul by faith , in the reallity and power of -
them to raife the heart , and to fill it with all joy and peace in
believing , and.to carry the foul through all the troubles of
this world. O the eye of faith is a precioys eye! theeyeof
fenfe is precious , becaufewe can fee vifible obje&s by thats
but the eye of reafon is more precious , becaufe that can make
things feen which arenotfeen by the eyeof fenfe; reafon can

~ difcourfeup to God himfelf : and it is the wonderfull excel-

lency of a reafopable creature that God hath given him that

ability,that he can difcourfe fo from the effet to the caufe,

and from one caufe to another , till" at laft he getsupto God,

the fir being of all. This is an admirable indowment we

fhould blefle God for : but now, if the ufe of reafen have fuch

an excellency init; becaufe by that we have an evidence of
reafonable things tous, thenflill goehigher and: labour to

have a right eftcem of this precious faith , that gives unto us-
fuch evidence of the glorious things of God, even¥§that
faith thac God puts into our hearts on purpofe that by ic we
might beable to receive into our fouls thofe glorious and
hidden myferies of godlinefle that doe infinitely concerne onr
cternall peace. ' . : .

\

,' Ce . M
- This Sermon was preacht April 25. 1641






